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1 3

1

T H E M Y T H O F T H E  

P E R F E C T F A M I L Y

M y wif e a n d I h a v e a gr o u p of p e o pl e wit h w h o m w e “ d o lif e.” 

We s ort of d o e v er yt hi n g t o g et h er. I t hi n k t h at is w h at “ d oi n g 

lif e” m e a ns. We h a v e b e e n p art of a s m all gr o u p at o ur c h ur c h 

wit h t h es e p e o pl e f or n e arl y t e n y e ars. O ur ki ds h a v e gr o w n u p 

t o g et h er; a ct u all y w e h a v e all gr o w n u p t o g et h er. M ost of us ar e 

m arri e d, s o m e ar e si n gl e. We h a v e s e e mi n gl y g o n e t hr o u g h it all: 

ill n ess es, gr a d u ati o ns, pr o m oti o ns, d e m oti o ns. We h a v e e x p eri-

e n c e d lif e t o g et h er a n d, s a dl y, d e at h t o g et h er. J ust l ast y e ar w e 

l ost o n e of o ur b el o v e d gr o u p m e m b ers t o c a n c er. I d o n’t e v e n 

li k e t o s a y t h at w e ar e “li k e” f a mil y. We ar e f a mil y. 

S e v er al y e ars a g o, w h e n m y wif e R a c h el w as pr e g n a nt wit h 

o ur t hir d d a u g ht er, a c o u pl e fr o m o ur gr o u p, Bri a n a n d H olli e, 
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t ol d us t h e y w er e a d o pti n g a c hil d. Th e y h a d j ust b e e n a p pr o v e d 

t o a d o pt a s o n fr o m Et hi o pi a. We f oll o w e d t h eir pl a ns cl os el y. 

We pr a y e d f or t h e m a n d b o u g ht t h e m b a b y gi Ths. We at e wit h 

t h e m at o ur l o c al Et hi o pi a n r est a ur a nt as w e dr e a m e d a b o ut lif e 

wit h t h eir n e w s o n a n d tri e d t o l e ar n m or e a b o ut his c ult ur e. 

I r e m e m b er w h e n t h e y w er e t ol d his n a m e: Ta mir at Yis h a k. 

O n e ni g ht at t h e Et hi o pi a n r est a ur a nt t h e y as k e d t h e w aitr ess 

t h e m e a ni n g of Ta mir at. S h e s ai d, “ A m eri c a.” Bri a n a n d H olli e 

t h o u g ht t h at w as str a n g e, a s o n n a m e d A m eri c a. As t h e y dis-

c uss e d it wit h t h e w aitr ess, t h e r est a ur a nt o w n er c a m e fr o m t h e 

kit c h e n a n d cl e ar e d u p t h e c o nf usi o n. H e s ai d, “ N o, n o, n o, y o u 

mis h e ar d h er. His n a m e d o es n ot m e a n ‘ A m eri c a’; it m e a ns ‘a 

mir a cl e.’ ” Bri a n a n d H olli e d e ci d e d t o k e e p t h e n a m e his birt h 

p ar e nts h a d gi v e n hi m: Ta mir at Yis h a k. We c all hi m Ty f or s h ort. 

H e is o ur mir a cl e. 

Ty a n d m y d a u g ht er P h o e b e h a v e gr o w n u p t o g et h er si n c e 

t h e y w er e b a bi es. Th e y ar e b ot h s pirit e d, a n d t h e y’ v e h a d m a n y 

dis a gr e e m e nts a n d m or e t h a n o n e ar g u m e nt o v er a t o y. Th e y 

l a u g h  t o g et h er.  Th e y  cr y  t o g et h er.  Th e y  g et  o n  e a c h  ot h er’s  

n er v es. S o m eti m es t h e y pl a y f or h o urs wit h o ut e v e n n oti ci n g 

t h e p ass a g e of ti m e. 

Ty a n d P h o e b e ar e f a mil y. B ut w h e n o ur t w o f a mili es ar e 

t o g et h er — fi v e girls a n d o n e b o y (s orr y, Ty!) —it is . . . w ell, a 

m ess. We cl utt er u p t h e kit c h e n. We s pr e a d o ut t o ys. We tr a c k 

m u d o nt o t h e fl o or. A n d it’s l o u d, tr ust m e. B ut it’s o ur m ess y 

f a mil y, a n d w e l o v e it. 
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M e et G o d’ s F a mil y

M ost li k el y t h er e ar e p arts of y o ur f a mil y t h at ar e a m ess —

eit h er y o ur bi ol o gi c al f a mil y or a f a mil y of fri e n ds. Th at’s w h at 

t his b o o k is a b o ut, a r e all y m ess y f a mil y. It’s a b o ut w h at I w o ul d 

c all t h e f a mil y i n t h e Bi bl e. A f a mil y k n o w n as G o d’s f a mil y. 

Th e y ar e a bi g, b e a utif ul m ess, a n d t h e b est p art is t h at w e’ v e 

all b e e n a d o pt e d i nt o it. It’s i m p ort a nt y o u k n o w t h at. Yo u h a v e 

b e e n i n cl u d e d n ot i n a p erf e ct f a mil y, b ut i n a f a mil y w h er e y o ur 

i m p erf e cti o ns  ar e  k n o w n  a n d  y o u  ar e  l o v e d  a n y w a y.  U n d er-

st a n di n g y o ur pl a c e i n t his f a mil y m a y b e t h e m ost i m p ort a nt 

t hi n g y o u e v er d o. 

B ut b ef or e I c a n t ell y o u a b o ut t his f a mil y — y o ur f a mil y — w e 

n e e d t o dis c uss t h e m yt h of t h e p erf e ct f a mil y. S o m e w h er e al o n g 

t h e w a y w e c a m e u p wit h t his i d e a of a p erf e ct f a mil y. Th e y dr ess 

j ust ri g ht, t h e y g et al o n g fi n e, a n d t h e y l o o k n ot hi n g li k e o ur 

r e al f a mil y. M a y b e t h e m yt h t o o k s h a p e f or y o u w h e n, as a c hil d, 

y o u visit e d a fri e n d’s f a mil y w h o a p p e ar e d t o h a v e it all t o g et h er. 

M a y b e t h e y at e ar o u n d a t a bl e e v er y ni g ht. M a y b e t h e p ar e nts 

s e e m e d h a p pil y m arri e d, w hil e y o ur p ar e nts f o u g ht e v er y ni g ht. 

M a y b e y o u w at c h e d a T V s h o w s u c h as L e a v e It t o B e a v er  t h at 

s e e m e d t o pr es e nt a f a mil y wit h o ut fl a ws. B ut t h e p erf e ct f a mil y 

is a m yt h. I n f a ct, t h e g o al of f a mil y is n’t p erf e cti o n. It’s k n o w-

i n g a n d b ei n g k n o w n. It’s c o n n e cti o n. It’s fi n di n g y o ur pl a c e i n a 

w orl d w h er e o Th e n w e f e el o ut of pl a c e. 

A br a h a m’s f a mil y ( m a y b e y o u’ v e h e ar d of t h e m) is pr ett y 

m u c h t h e f a mil y i n t h e Bi bl e. A br a h a m, t h e f at h er of t h e f a mil y, 
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e v e nt u all y  b e c o m es  k n o w n  as  t h e  f at h er  of  all  G o d’s  p e o pl e,  

F at h er A br a h a m. A br a h a m h as a s o n n a m e d Is a a c, a n d Is a a c h as 

a s o n n a m e d J a c o b. Th es e t w o s o ns b e c o m e s o i m p ort a nt t h at 

i n t h e Bi bl e, G o d is o Th e n r ef err e d t o as “t h e G o d of A br a h a m, 

Is a a c,  a n d  J a c o b.”  I m a gi n e  t h at!  Yo ur  f a mil y  b e c o m es  k n o w n  

as G o d’s f a mil y. Th e y ar e t h e m ost hi g hl y r e v er e d f at h ers, a n d 

t h eir wi v es — S ar a h, R e b e k a h, a n d R a c h el — ar e t h e m ost hi g hl y 

r e v er e d m ot h ers. I n bi bli c al ti m es, e v er y H e br e w f a mil y k n e w 

t h os e n a m es. W h e n t h e st ori es of A br a h a m’s f a mil y w er e t ol d 

ar o u n d gl o wi n g c a m p fir es, it w as n ot u nli k e o ur f a mil y g at h eri n gs 

ar o u n d gl o wi n g T V s ets. Th os e f a mili es, li k e o ur f a mili es, s ai d, 

“ This is us.”

Th e  p e o pl e  of  G o d  (t h e  J e ws)  a n d  t h e  f oll o w ers  of  J es us  

(t h e C hristi a ns) all s a y t h e y ar e p art of F at h er A br a h a m’s f a mil y. 

M usli ms, t o o, tr a c e t h eir li n e a g e t o t his a n ci e nt p atri ar c h. T o d a y 

al m ost f o ur billi o n p e o pl e ar e c o n n e ct e d t o t h e s pirit u al f a mil y 

of A br a h a m. Ar e t h e y t h e p erf e ct f a mil y? O nl y if y o u o v erl o o k 

t h e first st or y a b o ut A br a h a m a n d S ar a h, w h e n A br a h a m li e d. 

P erf e ct f a mil y? O nl y if y o u f or g et t h at A br a h a m m o v e d a w a y 

fr o m his cl os est f a mil y m e m b ers b e c a us e t h e y ar g u e d t o o m u c h. 

Yo u als o h a v e t o f or g et t h at Is a a c a ct u all y w as n’t A br a h a m’s first 

s o n; A br a h a m h a d a s o n wit h a n ot h er w o m a n w hil e h e w as still 

m arri e d t o S ar a h. A n d J a c o b w as n’t Is a a c’s first s o n eit h er. Th at 

w as Es a u, a n d J a c o b tri c k e d Es a u i nt o s elli n g his birt hri g ht. J a c o b 

t o o k t h e birt hri g ht fr o m Es a u a n d li e d t o his f at h er. J a c o b’s s o ns, 

e nr a g e d, e n d e d u p s elli n g J os e p h i nt o sl a v er y. L yi n g, c h e ati n g, 

ar g ui n g —t his is us? Of c o urs e it is. 
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G o d’s f a mil y, it t ur ns o ut, is a m ess — a bi g, b e a utif ul m ess, 

b ut a m ess n o n et h el ess. G o d us es t h e st or y of A br a h a m’s f a mil y 

t o c all us i nt o t h e f a mil y. S o m eti m es w e li v e i n s u c h a w a y t h at 

w e t hi n k, “I c a n’t b e p art of t h e st or y. I c a n’t k e e p t h os e pr o mis es. 

I li e. I c h e at. I ar g u e. D o es n’t G o d k n o w m e? ” 

G o d s a ys, “I d o k n o w y o u. M y f a mil y is y o ur f a mil y. A n d t h at 

m e a ns t h at all t h e pr o mis es, all t h e mir a cl es, all t h e h e ali n g —

t h os e ar e f or y o u t o o.” G o d h as a bi g, m ess y f a mil y, a n d y o u ar e a 

p art of it. 

A F a mil y Tri p

A br a h a m’s  st or y  st art e d  a  l o n g  ti m e  a g o.  A br a h a m’s  d a d,  

Ter a h, first n a m e d his s o n A br a m ( n ot A br a h a m y et). Th e n a m e 

A br a m m e a nt “e x alt e d f at h er.” We d o n’t k n o w if Ter a h j ust li k e d 

t h e s o u n d of t h e n a m e or if h e h a d a h o p e t h at A br a m w o ul d 

b e c o m e a gr e at f at h er. B ut, as w e will s e e, t h at n a m e w o ul d b e 

i m p ort a nt. 

Ter a h h a d t hr e e s o ns; s o m e e v e n t hi n k t h e s o ns c o ul d h a v e 

b e e n tri pl ets b e c a us e of t h e w a y t h eir birt h is d es cri b e d. Th e 

S cri pt ur e s a ys, “ A Th er Ter a h h a d li v e d 7 0 y e ars, h e b e c a m e t h e 

f at h er of A br a m, N a h or a n d H ar a n” ( G e n esis 1 1: 2 6). Th er e is n o 

w a y t o k n o w if t h e y w er e tri pl ets, a n d it is n’t i m p ort a nt, e x c e pt 

t h at it’s f u n t o i m a gi n e t h e y mi g ht h a v e h a d t h e s a m e f a mil y 

d y n a mi cs as K at e, K e vi n, a n d R a n d all i n This Is Us . A n y w a y, 

A br a m, N a h or, a n d H ar a n w er e b or n t o Ter a h, a n d l at er, H ar a n 

h a d a s o n n a m e d L ot. Th e n H ar a n di e d. S o L ot t a g g e d al o n g 

wit h Ter a h a n d A br a m a n d t h e f a mil y. A br a m m arri e d S ar ai ( n ot 
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y et S ar a h), w h os e n a m e m e a nt “ m y pri n c ess.” It’s n ot h ar d f or us 

t o i m a gi n e a d a d n a mi n g his d a u g ht er “ m y pri n c ess,” b ut all w e 

ar e t ol d a b o ut S ar ai is t h at s h e w as u n a bl e t o h a v e a n y ki ds. 

Ye a h, I k n o w it’s c o m pli c at e d. H a n g wit h m e. 

Ter a h  ( d a d/ gr a n d d a d)  t o o k  A br a m  (s o n/ h us b a n d/ u n cl e)  

a n d S ar ai ( d a u g ht er/ wif e/ a u nt) a n d L ot ( gr a n ds o n/ n e p h e w) a n d 

m o v e d t h e m fr o m Ur, w h er e t h e y h a d b e e n li vi n g, t o C a n a a n. Ur 

w as i n pr es e nt- d a y Ir a q. C a n a a n w as i n pr es e nt- d a y Isr a el. Th e 

j o ur n e y w o ul d h a v e b e e n a b o ut el e v e n h u n dr e d mil es o n f o ot. 

H o w e v er, a b o ut h alf w a y b et w e e n Ur a n d C a n a a n t h e y g a v e u p. 

Th e y st o p p e d at a pl a c e c all e d H arr a n ( n ot t o b e c o nf us e d wit h 

H ar a n, A br a h a m’s br ot h er w h o di e d), n e ar w h at is n o w t h e b or -

d er of S yri a a n d T ur k e y. 

At t h at p oi nt Ter a h di e d. A n d s o t h e f a mil y, t h e gr e at f a m-

il y of G o d’s p e o pl e, st all e d o ut i n H arr a n, w h er e t h e y st a y e d f or 

y e ars. Th e gr o u p c o nsist e d of a n ol d er A br a m, w h os e n a m e w as 

“f at h er” b ut w h o h a d n o ki ds; his wif e S ar ai, a “ pri n c ess” w h o 

w as k n o w n o nl y f or h er i n a bilit y t o c o n c ei v e; a n d L ot, a n or p h a n 

w h o w as e ff e cti v el y n o w t h eir c hil d. 

It w as i n t h at sit u ati o n, wit h t h os e f a mil y d y n a mi cs, i n a 

pl a c e t h at w as n ot t h eir h o m e, t h at G o d c a m e b a c k t o A br a m 

a n d s ai d:

“ G o fr o m y o ur c o u ntr y, y o ur p e o pl e a n d y o ur 

f at h er’s h o us e h ol d t o t h e l a n d I will s h o w y o u.

“I will m a k e y o u i nt o a gre at n ati o n,

a n d I will bl ess y o u;
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I will m a k e y o ur n a m e gre at,

a n d y o u will b e a bl essi n g.”

 ( G e n esis 1 2: 1- 2)

A n d t h er e’s m or e:

“I will bl ess t h os e w h o bl ess y o u,

a n d w h o e v er c urs es y o u I will c urs e;

a n d all p e o pl es o n e art h

will b e bl ess e d t hr o u g h y o u.” 

( G e n esis 1 2: 3)

I n c as e y o u ar e n’t c at c hi n g o n, t his is cr a z y! S o m e r a n d o m 

d u d e w h o w as tr a v eli n g wit h his d a d t o a f or ei g n l a n d, w h o g a v e 

u p o n t h e tri p y e ars a g o b e c a us e it w as t o o l o n g, w as n o w b ei n g 

t ol d ( b y G o d!) t h at his f a mil y w o ul d b e c o m e a gr e at n ati o n t h at 

w o ul d bl ess all t h e p e o pl e o n e art h, a n d t h at o n e d a y billi o ns 

of p e o pl e w o ul d k n o w his n a m e a n d tr a c e t h eir li n e a g e t o hi m. 

G o d t ol d r a n d o m A br a m t o g o . . . a n d h e w e nt. 

A br a m w as s e v e nt y- fi v e y e ars ol d w h e n h e 

s et o ut fr o m H arr a n. He t o o k his wife S ar ai, 

his n e p h e w L ot, all t h e p oss essi o ns t h e y h a d 

acc u m ul ate d a n d t h e p e o pl e t h e y h a d ac q uire d 

i n H arr a n, a n d t h e y s et o ut f or t h e l a n d of 

C a n a a n. 

( G e n esis 1 2: 4- 5)

G o d’s  m ess a g e  t o  A br a m  h a d  b e e n  “ G o.”  A  m or e  lit er al  

tr a nsl ati o n mi g ht b e “ Wal k.” A br a m a n d his m ess y f a mil y w al k e d 

t h e r e m ai ni n g fi v e h u n dr e d mil es. Of c o urs e, t h at’s t h e dist a n c e 
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i n a str ai g ht li n e o n a m a p; it’s f art h er t h a n t h at w h e n y o u tr a v el 

o n m o u nt ai n p ass es a n d d es ert tr ails. I m a gi n e w al ki n g t e n mil es 

a d a y f or a c o u pl e of m o nt hs. E v er y d a y y o u s e ar c h f or w at er. Yo u 

d ef e n d y o urs elf fr o m ot h er tr a v el ers. Yo u e n d ur e b a d w e at h er. 

I m a gi n e d oi n g t his w h e n y o u ar e s e v e nt y- fi v e y e ars ol d. 

K e e p i n mi n d t h at t his w as A br a m’s s e c o n d fi v e- h u n dr e d-

mil e tri p. Th e first ti m e, h e w as a y o u n g m a n fill e d wit h h o p e 

a n d a d v e nt ur e, g oi n g b e c a us e his f at h er h a d as k e d hi m t o. N o w 

h e w as a n ol d m a n w h o k n e w h o w t o u g h t h e j o ur n e y w o ul d b e, 

w h o w as g oi n g b e c a us e G o d h a d t ol d hi m t o. G o d h a d c all e d o n 

A br a m t o t a k e a f a mil y tri p. A n d o n t h at tri p, A br a m b e c a m e t h e 

e x alt e d f at h er of o ur f a mil y. 

N oti c e t h e w a y G o d’s i n vit ati o n w as e x pr ess e d. First c a m e 

G o d’s a cti o ns:

I will m a k e y o u i nt o a gr e at n ati o n. 

I will bl ess y o u. 

I will m a k e y o ur n a m e gr e at. 

Th e n G o d d es cri b e d o ur a cti o ns: 

Yo u will b e a bl essi n g. 

G o d s ai d, I will m a k e y o u a gr e at n ati o n, I will bl ess y o u, a n d 

I will m a k e y o ur n a m e gr e at. A n d y o u  will b e a bl essi n g. 

K e e p t h at i n mi n d. 

N or m al a n d E xtr a or di n ar y

A Th er a l o n g j o ur n e y, A br a m arri v e d i n C a n a a n at a pl a c e 

k n o w n as “t h e o a k of M or e h” ( G e n esis 1 2: 6 N R S V). I n ot h er 
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w or ds, h e w as n’t s h o wi n g u p i n s o m e b arr e n, d es ert e d pl a c e. It 

w as i n h a bit e d, as y o u mi g ht s ur mis e, b y C a n a a nit es. A br a m w as 

c o mi n g t o a pl a c e t h at h e b eli e v e d G o d h a d s ai d w as f or hi m 

a n d his f a mil y, b ut m ost li k el y t h e C a n a a nit es t h o u g ht it w as f or 

t h e m! 

O n c e  a g ai n,  t h o u g h,  G o d  pr o mis e d  A br a m,  “ T o  y o ur  

o ffs pri n g I will gi v e t his l a n d” ( G e n esis 1 2: 7). A br a m, w h os e 

n a m e m e a nt “f at h er,” w as t ol d at s e v e nt y- fi v e y e ars ol d t h at t h e 

f or ei g n l a n d h e h as j ust e nt er e d w o ul d b e gi v e n t o his c hil dr e n 

a n d  gr a n d c hil dr e n.  O n e  pr o bl e m:  h e  h a d  n o  c hil dr e n  or  

gr a n d c hil dr e n. 

W h at di d A br a m d o? H e g ot d o w n o n his k n e es a n d b e g a n 

t o  g at h er  r o c ks  t o  m a k e  a n  alt ar.  I n  m y  i m a gi n ati o n,  h e  w as  

j oi n e d b y S ar ai t h e pri n c ess a n d L ot t h e or p h a n. A Th er a fi v e-

h u n dr e d- mil e tr e k t hr o u g h t h e d es ert, t his str a n g e littl e f a mil y 

b uilt a n alt ar t o t h e G o d w h o h a d s p o k e n t o t h e m. This f a m -

il y t h at l o o k e d n ot hi n g li k e L e a v e It t o B e a v er  b uilt a n alt ar a n d 

c all e d u p o n t h e L or d. 

I l e ar n a b o ut t his f a mil y t h at g o es w h er e G o d w a nts, t h at 

sti c ks t o g et h er, t h at tr a v els t hr o u g h t h e d es ert, a n d I t hi n k, “ This 

is us.” I r e a d a b o ut t his f a mil y t h at g at h ers r o c ks, t h at b uil ds a n 

alt ar t o G o d, t h at us es t h e alt ar t o r e mi n d e a c h ot h er t h e y ar e 

still w al ki n g b e c a us e of t h eir L or d, a n d I t hi n k, “ This is us.”

Th e v er y n e xt e pis o d e i n t h e f a mil y st or y h as A br a m l yi n g t o 

a ki n g, s a yi n g t h at S ar ai is his sist er a n d n ot his wif e. H e li es t o 

pr ot e ct his o w n s ki n a n d t o g et a f e w c o ws. I n t h e n e xt e pis o d e, 

A br a m a n d L ot p art w a ys, b e c a us e t h er e is t o o m u c h ar g ui n g 

a m o n g t h eir r es p e cti v e p arti es. Th e p e o pl e w h o w or k f or A br a m 
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a n d t h e p e o pl e w h o w or k f or L ot c a n’t g et al o n g, a n d i nst e a d of 

A br a m a n d L ot w or ki n g it o ut, t h e y w al k a w a y. 

I r e a d a b o ut t his f a mil y t h at li es a n d c h e ats, t h at is afr ai d, 

t h at is m a d e u p of i n di vi d u als l o o ki n g o ut f or t h eir o w n g ai n, 

a n d I t hi n k t h at s o u n ds f a mili ar. I h e ar of t his f a mil y t h at ar g u es, 

t h at is u n willi n g t o w or k it o ut a n d w or k it t hr o u g h, t h at is fr ail 

a n d fr a gil e a n d n ot as str o n g as w e w o ul d li k e, a n d I t hi n k, “ This 

is us.” 

S o  w hi c h  is  it?  Was  A br a m’s  f a mil y  or di n ar y — pr o n e  t o  

w a n d er, t o fi g ht a n d fl e e, t o b e gi v e n a g o o d n a m e b ut b e u n a bl e 

t o li v e u p t o it? Or w er e t h e y e xtr a or di n ar y — c h os e n, li vi n g i nt o 

t h eir c alli n g, gi vi n g G o d gl or y? Was A br a m a n or m al d a d, or 

w as h e t h e e x alt e d f at h er? 

Th e a ns w er is t h e s a m e a ns w er t h at a p pli es t o y o ur f a mil y 

a n d f a mil y m e m b ers. Th e y w er e n or m al; t h e y w er e gr e at. Th e y 

w er e or di n ar y; t h e y w er e e xtr a or di n ar y. A br a m w as li k e y o ur 

d a d; A br a m w al k e d wit h G o d. 

A n d t h e w h ol e w orl d w as bl ess e d t hr o u g h A br a m a n d S ar ai 

a n d t h eir f a mil y. 

B e c o mi n g a Bl e s si n g

H o w d o es G o d’s f a mil y b e c o m e a bl essi n g? 

We b uil d alt ars. 

We c all u p o n t h e n a m e of t h e L or d. 

We li v e i nt o o ur n a m es o v er ti m e. 
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I w al k e d t w o mil es wit h m y f a mil y of fi v e t h e ot h er d a y. 

W h e n w e w er e d o n e I f elt li k e b uil di n g a n alt ar a n d pr aisi n g 

G o d! We st o p p e d fi Th y ti m es. We h a d t o c arr y s o m e p e o pl e. We 

h a d t o c o a x a n d e n c o ur a g e. 

A br a m w al k e d fi v e h u n dr e d mil es wit h his f a mil y, a n d w h e n 

h e w as d o n e h e b uilt a n alt ar of pr ais e. It w as a n alt ar of “ Th a n k 

y o u, G o d,” of “ G o d, y o u di d w h at y o u s ai d y o u w o ul d d o.” Th at 

w as A br a m’s first alt ar, a n alt ar of pr ais e. 

W h e n t h e y arri v e d, t h e y pit c h e d t h eir t e nt. This w o ul d b e 

t h eir h o m e. A n d t h er e, w h er e h e w o ul d s e e it e v er y d a y c o mi n g 

o ut of t h e t e nt, A br a m b uilt a s e c o n d alt ar. This w as a n alt ar of 

pr a y er, a pl a c e w h er e t h e f a mil y w o ul d t al k t o G o d d a y a Th er d a y 

a ft er d a y, n ot j ust w h e n G o d di d bi g st u ff. This i m p erf e ct f a mil y 

c all e d u p o n t h e n a m e of t h e L or d e v er y d a y. 

I d o n’t w a nt t o si m plif y t his t o o m u c h, b ut if y o u’r e l o o ki n g 

f or m e a ni n g a n d f or a pl a c e i n G o d’s f a mil y, t h e n b uil d a n alt ar 

of pr ais e a n d a n alt ar of pr a y er. Fi n d a pl a c e w h er e y o u r e m e m -

b er a n d t h a n k G o d f or w h o G o d is a n d als o a pl a c e w h er e y o u 

c all o ut t o G o d. B uil d a n alt ar of pr ais e a n d a n alt ar of pr a y er. 

C all  u p o n  t h e  n a m e  of  t h e  L or d  i n  y o ur  m ess y,  br o k e n  lif e.  

A br a m c all e d o ut t o G o d a ft er h e li e d a n d b ef or e h e p art e d w a ys 

wit h L ot. A br a m w as n’t p erf e ct, b ut h e h a d a n alt ar. We m ust c all 

u p o n t h e L or d i n t h e bi g ti m es a n d t h e n or m al ti m es. 

It w as t h e n, o n arri vi n g at t h eir d esti n ati o n, t h at A br a m a n d 

S ar ai b e g a n t o li v e i nt o t h e n a m es G o d w o ul d gi v e t h e m: “f at h er” 

a n d “ pri n c ess.” G o d k e pt t elli n g t h e m h e w as g oi n g t o bl ess t h e m 

a n d us e t h e m t o bl ess ot h ers. Th e y li v e d i nt o t h at pr o mis e; t h e y 

lit er all y w al k e d i nt o t h at pr o mis e o v er ti m e. 
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A Bi bl e S t u d y o n t h e B o o k of G e n e si s

“ W h e n I a m l o o ki n g f or n e w i d e a s f or pr e a c hi n g or fr e s h p er s p e cti v e s 

o n s cri pt ur e, I r e a d J a c o b Ar m str o n g. I n G o d’s M e s s y F a mil y , h e t a k e s 

t h e r e alit y of o ur i m p erf e ct f a mili e s a n d s h o w s u s t h at G o d s p e ci ali z e s i n 

m e s s y r el ati o n s hi p s. A n y o n e l o o ki n g f or h o p e, h e ali n g, or e n c o ur a g e m e nt 

f or t h eir o w n c o m pli c at e d f a mil y will w a nt t o r e a d t hi s b o o k. ”  

— M a t t Mi of s k y , L e a d P a st or of T h e G at h eri n g, a ut h or of H a p p y ? W h at It 

I s a n d H o w t o Fi n d It a n d F ail: W h at t o D o W h e n T hi n g s G o Wr o n g

“ J a c o b i s t h at p a st or-fri e n d I’ d i ntr o d u c e t o m y fri e n d s w h o d o n’t g o t o 

c h ur c h. T h at’s s a yi n g a l ot. H e’s a ut h e nti c, a n d hi s lif e a n d mi ni str y ar e 

c o m p elli n g. ”  

— Li s a Y e b u a h , C a m p u s P a st or, S o ut h e a st R al ei g h T a bl e, a sit e of E d e nt o n 

St. U M C

I s y o ur f a mil y pi ct ur e- p erf e ct ? D o e s it l o o k li k e t h e h a p p y f a mili e s w e 

s e e o n t el e vi si o n or a d v erti s e m e nt s ? If y o u ar e li k e m o st p e o pl e, y o ur f a mil y 

i s pr o b a bl y m or e t h a n a littl e m e s s y. E m oti o n s r u n str o n g a n d t h er e mi g ht 

b e j e al o u s y, a n g er, or s a d n e s s.

W h at if y o u w er e t o l e ar n t h at t h e f a mil y of G e n e si s, G o d’s c h o s e n 

f a mil y of A br a h a m, S ar a h, I s a a c, R e b e k a h, J a c o b a n d E s a u, w a s a n yt hi n g 

b ut p erf e ct ? W h at if y o u w er e t o fi n d t h at t h eir f a mil y w a s j u st a s m e s s y a s 

o ur s c a n b e ? W h at if, li k e t h e m, w e c o ul d still b e c all e d a n d r e d e e m e d b y 

G o d, e v e n i n t h e mi d st of o ur m e s s e s ?

J oi n J a c o b Ar m str o n g a s h e e x pl or e s t h e p att er n s i n t h e f a mili e s fr o m 

G e n e si s a n d h o w t h e y oft e n mirr or o ur o w n li v e s. L e ar n h o w G o d h a s a pl a n 

f or u s t h at i s gr e at er t h a n o ur mi st a k e s, a n d h o w e a c h of u s h a s a pl a c e at 

t h e t a bl e a s p art of t h e f a mil y of G o d.

J A C O B A R M S T R O N G  i s t h e f o u n di n g p a st or of Pr o vi d e n c e 

C h ur c h i n Mt. J uli et, T e n n e s s e e. Pr o vi d e n c e’s vi si o n i s t o 

h el p t h o s e w h o ar e di s c o n n e ct e d fr o m G o d a n d t h e 

c h ur c h t o fi n d h o p e, h e ali n g, a n d w h ol e n e s s i n J e s u s C hri st. 

J a c o b i s t h e a ut h or of A N e w Pl a yli st , R e n o v at e , Tr e a s ur e , 

T h e G o d St or y , U p si d e D o w n , L o vi n g L ar g e , I nt err u pti o n s, 

T h e N e w A d a pt er s , a n d T h e C o n n e ct e d Lif e: S m all Gr o u p s 

T h at Cr e at e C o m m u nit y .

w w w. a bi n g d o n pr e s s. c o m

C o v er d e si g n: A n g el a C a s o n
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